
 

 

PRESEMINAR EVENT 

Wednesday, September 22, 2021 
1:00 – 5:00pm | TACA Community Service Project-Bike Build 
Beck Industrial facility, 2510 FM 1516 N, Converse, TX 78109 

SEMINAR AGENDA 

Thursday, September 23, 2021 

7:30 – 5:00pm | Registration Desk – Alamo Ballroom Foyer 

8:00 – 6:30pm | Exhibit Room Open – Alamo Ballroom D 

General Session - Alamo Ballroom EF 
8:00 – 8:15am | 2019 TACA Environmental & Sustainability Seminar Welcome and Safety Briefing 
Chair of the Board Ben Blankenship - Ash Grove Cement Co. 
Environmental & Sustainability Committee Chair Melissa Fitts - Westward Environmental Inc. 
Josh Leftwich, President & CEO – Texas Aggregates & Concrete Association 

General Session - Alamo Ballroom EF 
8:15 – 9:00am | Emily Coyner, PG - Senior Director, Environmental Policy, National Stone, Sand & Gravel 
Association 
This presentation will cover Biden Administration Environmental Priorities and how these could impact 
aggregates permitting including WOTUS, air issues like PM and other prirorities. 

9:00 – 9:45am | What It Means to Be Audit Ready in a Post-COVID World 
Ryan Janoch - Mapistry  
Is it possible you were audited this year and didn’t know it? The social distancing requirement 
prompted regulators to get more creative with how they conduct Facility inspections. This past 
year our customers experienced an array of remote and even stealth audits, finding out about a 
prior audit only after logging in to the state online reporting system for the annual report to learn 
that they had passed an audit. 
The tools and methods available for regulatory inspections and audits have fundamentally 
changed and facilities need to correspondingly be more prepared than before. Regulators no 
longer need to show up, clipboard in hand, to audit your facility; as we return to normalcy, this 
aspect of environmental compliance has likely changed forever. Regulators have learned that 
they can successfully utilize tools such as aerial imagery services, digital record requests, and 
video conferences, or even drive-bys to audit your facility without stepping foot on site. 
The move toward remote inspections combined with the EPA announcing its goal to increase 
the number of facility inspections in overburdened communities means that facilities need to 
re-evaluate their internal tooling and prepare for new auditing styles. This session will share the 



 

 

experience and successes of utilizing a central environmental management system to routinely 
monitor compliance in an organization and the benefits during a remote audit. We will also 
review best practices to prepare your facilities for each phase of the remote audit, from record 
requests, virtual meetings, and action items. 
 
9:45 – 10:15am | Break 

10:15 – 11:00am | The Business of Conservation 
Joni Carswell - CEO & President, Texan by Nature 
Texas has the world’s 10th largest GDP, 29 million citizens, 10 diverse ecoregions, and incredibly diverse 
resources. When Texas businesses combine their business acumen with conservation priorities, they create 
an opportunity to increase profitability while advancing sustainable usage of our natural resources. From 
financial recognition to new methods of impact measurement, the business of conservation is progressing. 
Texan by Nature, a nonprofit that brings together business and conservation, is working with industry partners 
across the state to asses, progress, and measure conservation efforts that not only benefit natural resources, 
but also their bottom line, creating a Return on Conservation. With examples from leading companies, 
including the construction and aggregates industry, Texan by Nature will share data and examples that 
exemplify the importance of integrating conservation into your business plan, ensuring your company is taking 
a leadership role in the future of Texas. 

11:00 – 11:45am | Speaker 

11:45am – 1:00pm | Lunch – Alamo Ballroom D 

1:00 – 1:45pm | Environmental Justice Legislative Update 
Anthony B. Cavender - Senior Counsel, Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 
Environmental Justice, as an urgent priority of the Federal Government, dates back to 1994, and President 
Clinton’s issuance of Executive Order 12898. This order directed federal agencies to identify and address, as 
appropriate, the disproportionately high and adverse human health and environment effects of its many 
programs, policies and procedures on minority populations and low-income populations. The primary legal 
basis for this order was Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, in particular, Sections 601 and 602, which 
prohibit discrimination in programs and activities receiving federal financial aid and assistance. Over the years, 
the Supreme Court has reviewed the scope and importance of Title VI. In Alexander v. Sandoval, decided in 
2001, the Court concluded that while private parties could sue to enforce Section 601 or its implementing 
regulations, as written, Section 601 only prohibits intentional discrimination. Noting that disproportionate impact 
is not the sole touchstone of invidious racial discrimination. Moreover, the Court also ruled in Sandoval that 
private parties cannot sue to enforce regulations implementing Section 602. Perhaps as an acknowledgement 
of these shortcomings, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has established an administrative system 
to process environmental justice complaints at 40 CFR Part 7. Without strengthening the statutory base of 
environmental justice, the program may continue to be the subject of countless symposiums and seminars. 
However, this may change soon. 



 

 

1:45 - 2:30pm | A Sound Approach to Noise Issues 
Jonathan Ferdinand – VibraTech 
There is no physical difference between “noise” and “sound”. What makes a difference, is the subjective 
response of the listener to these sounds. Noise is simply any sound that you don't want to hear. The 
occurrence of noise related issues in the aggregate industry is similar to ground vibration neighbors do not 
want to know you are there.  Operations must deal with noise complaints just like they deal with ground 
vibration complaints, you must be able to demonstrate compliance and maintain favorable public relations with 
your neighbors.  This talk will assist in this process by giving you the knowledge and ability to correctly identify 
and mitigate noise impacts. The use of modern sound level monitoring equipment and modeling software can 
provide a means of distinguishing noise from sound allowing an operation to be a more responsive and quieter 
neighbor. 

2:30 – 2:45pm | Introduction of Sponsors and Exhibitors 

2:45 – 3:30pm | Exhibit Break – Alamo Ballroom D 

3:30 – 3:40pm | Meet at Marriott Riverwalk lobby entrance to walk to San Pedro Tour 

4:00 – 4:45pm | San Pedro Creek Tour 

5:00 – 6:30pm | Exhibitor Reception – Alamo Ballroom D 
 

Friday, September 24, 2021 

7:30 – 8:30am | Breakfast – Alamo Ballroom D 

8:00 – 11:00am | Exhibit Room Open – Alamo Ballroom D 

7:30am – 12:00pm | Registration Desk – Alamo Ballroom Foyer 

General Session - Alamo Ballroom EF 
8:00 – 8:45am | State/Federal Waters 
Eric Wallgren - Westward Environmental, Inc. 

8:45 – 9:30 | Using Pro-Active Community Relations to Limit Potential Liability 
Ralph Burnham - Reminger Co LPA 
Jeff Taylor - Sauls Seismic 
The presentation reviews recent court cases and various citizen complaint situations and provides 
recommendations on how companies can improve relationships with communities and be a “good neighbor” 
while at the same time mitigating risk and liability. Proactive approaches are discussed in handling and 
reducing complaints from construction, mining and blasting operations, while reducing and protecting against 
potential liabilities. The presentation also provides recommendations for documenting and responding to 



 

 

complaints and community concerns, including specific examples from claims/cases, with examples of how 
clients have modified their operations to help alleviate concerns from nearby property owners. 

9:30 – 9:45am | Break 

9:45 - 10:30am | Speaker 

10:30 – 11:15am | Enlightened Energy 
Andy Pujats - Vice President-Sales & Marketing, Stabilis Solutions 
The ongoing Energy Transition has three requirements for new energy solutions – Environmental 
Sustainability, Economic Viability, and Security & Reliability.  Stabilis calls energy solutions that satisfy all three 
requirements “Enlightened Energy”. This presentation will discuss how natural gas and hydrogen can provide 
“Enlightened Energy” solutions that support the Energy Transition. 

11:15am – 12:00pm | TACA Environmental Initiatives 
Richard Hyde, P.E. - The HRC Group 
Josh Leftwich, President – Texas Aggregates & Concrete Associaiton 


